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TO  THE 


.Hemberg  of  the  Urban  District  Gounoi 


OIF1  ISTORTOIT. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg-  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  report,  and  in  doing  so, 
I  am  glad  to  state  that  during  the  year  1894  there  has  been 
much  less  sickness  and  a  great  diminution  of  the  death-rate  as 
compared  with  1898,  the  excessive  death-rate  in  that  year  being 
largely  due  to  infantile  mortality,  principally  from  diarrhoea 
during  the  hot  summer  months.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
detailed  account,  there  were  only  47  deaths  in  1894  as  compared 
with  76  in  1898.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Small  Pox  or 
Cholera  in  the  district,  and  no  epidemic  of  Influenza.  The 
Notification  of  Infectious  Deseases  has  been  in  force  this  year, 
and  I  append  a  detailed  account  of  cases  reported 


Erysipelas 
Scarlatina 
Typhoid  Fever  . . 
Diphtheria 
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cases 
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The  Diphtheria  cases,  with  two  exceptions,  were  of  the 
mildest  type  ;  there  was  one  death  from  this  cause. 


There  has  been  a  sligut  epidemic  of  Scarlatina,  which  was 
confined  to  two  houses,  and  was  not  of  a  very  virulent  type. 
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With  regard  to  Measles,  which  is  not  amongst  the 
diseases  notifiable ,  I  should  like  your  Council  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  reporting  the  first  case  in  each  house.  Measles, 
though  looked  upon  lightly,  has  some  very  dangerous  sequeloe, 
and  I  notice  three  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia  following  measles, 
and  probably  caused  by  insufficient  care  in  the  first  instance. 
The  schools  both  in  Norton  and  Mai  ton  were  closed  on  account 
of  an  epidemic  of  measles  this  year,  and  no  doubt  if  the  first 
cases  had  been  notified,  the  disease  would  not  have  spread  to 
such  an  extent.  There  are  many  instances  of  children  suffering 
from  the  after  effects  of  measles. 

Births  and  Deaths. 

There  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  number  of  births,  there 
being  128  as  compared  with  140  in  1894.  Estimating  the 
population  the  same  as  last  year,  viz  :  —  3,750,  the  death-rate  is 
very  much  lower,  being  12-53  per  1,000,  as  compared  witli  20’2 
of  last  year. 

The  year  1894  was  an  exceptionally  healthy  one,  and  the 
death-rate  all  over  England  was  smaller  than  for  some  years 
previous. 
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August  . 

.  9 
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August  . .  . . 
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September  . .  . 
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October . 

7 

. .  4 
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October  . . . . 
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. .  3  . 
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November  . .  . 

5 
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November  . . 
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December  . . . 

8 
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Total . 
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53 
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Total . 

...  22 

25 
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Mortality  as  to  Age. 


Under 

Between 

Between 

Between 

60  years 

1  year  and 

7  years  and 

21  years  and 

Total. 

one  year. 

7  years. 

21  years. 

60  years. 

and  above. 

14 

6 

1 

11 

15 

47 

Causes  of  Death. 


Diarrhoea 

Bronchitis 

and 

Pneumonia. 

Heart 

Disease.  | 

Phthisis. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Jj 

Other 

Diseases.  I 

Total. 

1 

12 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

28 

47 

Meteorological  Notes. 

\ 

The  rainfall  for  1894  in  this  district  is  slightly  above  the 
average,  being  27*47  inches  for  the  whole  year.  October  was 
the  wettest  month,  with  4*08  inches,  June  coming  next  with 
3.74  inches.  The  latter  months  of  the  year  were  phenominally 
mild,  there  being  practically  no  frost  or  snow. 

Sanitary  Work. 

There  have  been  no  important  sanitary  improvements  this 
year.  From  your  Surveyor’s  books,  I  find  that  67  nuisances 
have  been  reported  during  the  year.  These,  with  the  exception 
of  3,  have  been  remedied.  The  drainage  of  Sutton  Street  is  not 
at  all  satisfactory :  I  have  had  many  complaints  from  that 
quarter,  and  have  myself  seen  the  sewerage  matter  standing  in 
the  grates,  unable  to  get  away.  There  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  illness  in  this  street,  which  I  believe  to  be  caused  to  a  great 
extent  by  defective  drainage. 


G 

Nuisances. 

Ashpits  and  Privies  in  bad  state  . .  . .  . .  13 

Drains  defective  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Pig  Sty  (too  near  the  house)  . .  . .  . .  1 

Sewerage  Tanks  (ordered  to  be  cleaned)  . .  . .  5 

Fowls  kept  in  a  filthy  state  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Overcrowding  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Defective  pavements  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ..  ..  .  ..  ..  16 

All  abated  but  3.  Total . 67 


I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


RALPH  H.  F.  BOSTOCK. 


Commercial  Street ,  Norton, 
January ,  10th,  1895. 
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